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What is phonics?
● All words are made up of 

individual sounds merged 
together to make words.

● There are 44 sounds in the 
English language.

● But only 26 letters!
● Sounds are made by 1 (e.g. c), 

2 (e.g. sh) or 3 letters (e.g. igh)



The alphabetic code
Using RWI, we make learning to 
read easy for children because we 
start by teaching them just one way 
of reading and writing every sound. 

Here they are on the Simple Speed 
Sounds chart.

We teach Set 1 sounds first - 
(sounds as far as a e i o u).

Children need to know sounds – not 
letter names – to read words.



The alphabetic code

Once they have mastered the simple sounds we begin to learn the more 
complex ways of saying each sound.



RWI phonics daily lessons
● What Read Write Inc. does is simple - 

we teach sounds, children practise 
reading and spelling words containing 
these sounds, then we give children 
decodable books containing sounds and 
words they can read.

● They read each Storybook three times 
at school and again with you at home. 

● Children also learn to spell the words 
they have been reading and develop 
their ideas into sentences so that they 
can write about the Storybooks they 
read.

● Alongside this we read stories to 
children: stories they cannot yet read 
for themselves



Story books
● Children are taught their sounds alongside a 

storybook.
● These storybooks contain only the sounds that 

the children have learnt so far.
● The children are able to decode and read these 

books independently.
● Other activities include writing tasks based 

around the story.



Read Write Inc. Storybooks



Read Write Inc. Storybooks

Children read each Read Write Inc. Storybook three times in class with their partner.

Re-reading the same book helps children to become confident readers. Each time they 
re-read, they build their fluency/speed and comprehension. 
They love reading and want to read because they can read all of the words in the 
Storybook.

We set a focus for each re-read in school.

The first read focuses on reading every word accurately. 
The second on reading the story more quickly.
The third read on comprehension - understanding what they read. Children can only do 
this once they can read all of the words accurately and read at a sufficient pace.



Read Write Inc. Storybooks
After the third read in class, children bring the same Storybook home to read and enjoy with 
you at home. 

They love this book!
They can’t wait to read it to you, their grandparents or even their teddy bear. 
With a little more practice at home, they will soon be able to show off their storyteller voice to 
the family!  

Our school sends home books that match the sounds your child can read. We will never expect 
your child to read a book that contains sounds they cannot read.
We want them to be set up to succeed in their reading.
We want to make sure they enjoy reading so that they want to read.
The more they read, the faster progress they will make.

Please avoid saying, “This book is too easy for you!” but instead say “I love how well you can 
read this book!”



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’
Children will be able to read all of 
the words in the Storybook.

If they hesitate, remind them to 
read the word using ‘Special 
Friends, Fred Talk.’

For example, this means they spot 
the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to 
read the word e.g. sh, sh-i-p, ship.



Red Words Some words are ‘tricky’ 
because they contain letters 
that don’t match the sounds 
the child has been taught.

For example, ‘said’ has ‘ai’ 
making an ‘e’ sound.

We teach these common 
exception words as Red words.

In the early Storybooks, these 
words are printed in red text.

Remind your child not to use 
Fred Talk to read Red words 
but instead to stop and think. 
Tell them the word if needed.



Which books will children bring home?

+ +



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home.

• Linked to the story they have read in class.

• Matched to the sounds children know.



RWI Phonics e-Book subscription



What can I do?

Ask your child to read the sounds and words 
before they read the story. 

They will enjoy teaching you to read these 
words too.



What can I do?

When your child reads the story, encourage 
them to read the word in Fred Talk if they 
hesitate or read it incorrectly. 

Praise them when they succeed.



What can I do?

Read back each sentence or page to keep the 
plot moving.

Your child’s energy is going into reading the 
words not the story.



What can I do?

1. Avoid reading the story to them first.
2. Avoid asking your child to guess a word by 

looking the pictures.
3. Try not to become irritable if your child ever 

struggles!  

Keep smiling!



QR Codes

Each day your child will come 
home with a QR code 
sticker. Each QR code gives a link 
to watch a short review video of 
the sound they learnt that day.
 



Phonics Screening Check
● Designed to give teachers and 

parents information on progress.
● You can support you child by reading 

daily and encouraging to use their 
sounds to read new words. 

● Children are assessed individually 
and asked to read 40 words. 

● Year 1 will take the PSC in June.





Questions

● Check out the parent section of oxfordowl.co.uk for extra help


